Peer Evaluation-Guided Research Paper

Directions: 
Students will begin a thread of their peer’s Detailed Outline submission and answer the following questions directly onto the Forum.  The thread will allow each peer to determine the evaluator’s observation pertaining to concept development.  

While a conversation between peers is permissible in the Forum, each evaluator is tasked with providing their peer with a thoughtful evaluation of their Detailed Outlines by answering the following questions.  

Each student has been assigned a peer partner; Hence, students will evaluate the Detailed Outline of their peer partner.  

The purpose of the peer evaluation is to review a peer’s essay and consider whether the peer has established a logically construed, well-substantiated argument. 

In order to perceive the viability of the aforementioned purpose, you are instructed to read each peer’s Detailed Outline in its entirety.  After you complete this task, you will read the Detailed Outline again, but in parts.  

You will refrain from merely answering the proposed questions with simply yes or no; rather you will offer your peer a critical perspective regarding each criterion.  For instance, perhaps the student includes a topic sentence, but the sentence is not precise enough or is too wordy and another sentence could accomplish the objective of the paragraph much more appropriately.  

Remember, as the evaluator, your task is not to correct anything in your peers’ Detailed Outlines; your task is merely to indicate the possibility of improvement. 


1. Analyze the two-paragraph introduction:  Are the introductory paragraphs well developed? Offer at least two (2) suggestions to your peer, in developing the introductory paragraphs further.  
A. Does the first introductory paragraph introduce the author, the story, and the focus of the discussion?  
B. Does the second introductory paragraph introduce the school of criticism and its application to the evaluation of the story? 
C.  Does the thesis statement pertain to the stipulations of the assignment topic? The thesis statement is the last sentence in the second introductory paragraph.  

2. The development of each argument: To fulfill this task, as the evaluator, you will consider whether each body paragraph is fully developed.  Remember, the writer will indicate the development of argument through the explanation of the quotes.

You will answer the following questions for every body paragraph; hence, you should answer the following questions 5 times.  Offer at least two (2) suggestions to your peer, in developing each body paragraph further.  

A. Does each body paragraph begin with an explicit topic sentence that clearly and precisely emphasizes the argument posed in the body paragraph? Does the topic sentence demonstrate the deconstruction of the thesis statement? 
B. Is each quote introduced as it pertains to the focus of the discussion?
C. Does the writer deconstruct the primary source quote and explain its relevance to the topic sentence and thesis? 
D. In addition, does the writer explain the relevance of the secondary source quotes as it pertains to the topic sentence? 
E. Does each quote include an in-text parenthetical citation? 
F. Is there a logical order implemented in the dissemination of information? 
G. Does the writer deviate from the argument posed in the topic sentence?
You will answer the following question once: 
H. Do the five (5) body paragraphs prove the veracity of the thesis statement? 

The arguments from the secondary source articles will perpetuate the discussion the writer posed in the body paragraph.  The evidence from the primary source will PROVE the argument the writer posed in the topic sentence. In addition, the primary source quote may either be embedded into a sentence or begin with a signal phrase.  The secondary source quote must begin with a signal phrase that states the author’s first name, last name, and a verb.  For instance, John Doe states, ….

3. The development of the conclusion: 
A	.	Does the writer restate the thesis statement first in the conclusion? 
B.	Does the writer highlight the arguments posed in the body paragraph? 
C.	Does the conclusion demonstrate one more opportunity to convince the audience     
of the veracity of the central claim? Remember, the purpose of the concluding paragraph is to demonstrate that in consideration of the evidence, the argument posed in the thesis is justified.  


4. The format of the Works Cited page: Is the Works Cited page correct? The writer includes three (3) citations: the primary source and the two (2) secondary sources? The citations are listed in alphabetical order in accordance to each author’s last name? Are the citations correctly cited? 
